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In an unprecedented 
event tens of 
thousands of people 

gathered at St. Joseph’s 
College, Colombo for 
a 3-day Eucharistic 
Congress and Rally 
where the Archbishop of 
Colombo, His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith consecrated the 
Archdiocese of Colombo 
to the Holy Eucharist 
saying, it was the way to 
everlasting happiness 
and eternal life.
 Addressing the 
closing of the three-day 
Eucharistic Rally and 
Vocations Exhibition, 
organized by the 
Archdiocese of Colombo 
with the help of the 
Blessed Joseph Vaz Trust, 
His Eminence stated in his 

Homily that the Eucharist 
is God among us and God 
within each and every one 

of us and that is why we 
venerate, receive, adore 
and worship, and carry 

Him in procession.
 “It is a foretaste 
of the Heavenly Liturgy.”

 “The Archdiocese 
belongs to the Eucharistic 
Lord, not me. So give him 
your veneration and love. 
We are His servants, so 
open your hearts to Him 
and receive Him like a 
King,” His Eminence said 
to the vast assembly of 
students, men and women 
religious, the clergy and 
the laity who participated 
at the open-air Eucharistic 
Celebration.
 Assisting 
His Eminence at the 
Eucharistic celebration 
were Msgr. Giovanni 
Battisa Gandolfo, 
President of the Episcopal 
Conference Committee 
for Charitable Institutions 
of the Third World, 
the Secretary to the 
Apostolic Nuncio in Sri 

Lanka, Rev. Fr. Renato 
Kucic, Msgr. Neville Joe 
Perera and Very Rev. Frs, 
Ivan Perera, Placidus 
de Silva, Shanthikumar 
Welivita and Anthony 
Fernandopulle.
 “Each time we 
receive Our Lord in the 
Most Holy Communion, it 
is not we who receive God 
into ourselves, rather it is 
God who absorbs us unto 
Himself and make us as 
his own,” His Eminence 
said. “He cleanses us and 
sanctifies us in the Most 
Holy Eucharist.”
 “The Eucharist 
is therefore a beautiful 
expression of the Lord 
in our life. Therefore the 
Church from the very first 
century has defended the 

HIS EMINENCE, MALCOLM  CARDINAL  RANJITH  PROCLAIMS:

‘JESUS CHRIST is the Lord of this 
Archdiocese, not me, so give Him 

your veneration and love’  

OUR LADY OF 
SORROWS

September 15
THE EXALTATION OF 

THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER 14

All Catholics are hereby adviced to refrain from 
joining pilgrimages to trichy for visiting of the 

Velankanni Shrine. the authorities at the Shrine 
reveal that they are not in a position to guarantee 
the safety of the devotees from Sri Lanka. 
 Moreover, since the recent outbreak of 
protests against the Sri Lankan Community, it is 
obvious that Tamil Nadu is currently not a conducive 
place for the locals to visit. 
 This has prompted the Church authorities 
also to issue a timely warning to postpone pilgrimages 
specially to Velankanni, until the situation improves 
for the better. 

Timely warning to suspend 
visits to Velankanni

the Archbishop of Colombo will write to all parish 
priests, directing them to have regular dialogue and 

maintain close ties with other Christian denominations, 
Buddhist monks, Hindu and Muslim religious in their 
areas, to build a positive religious unity in diversity, 
states the Daily Mirror Editorial of September 4, 2012.
 The Editorial while praising His Eminence for 
his positive stance with regard to maintaining religious 
harmony in the country, states that, “Others also need 
to follow this example and consolidate religious unity 
in diversity so that we will have people who are not 
selfish or greedy but are selfless, sacrificial and ready 
to help or serve others.”  

Cardinal takes initiative for 
religious unity in diversity

 The Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Sri Lanka (CBCSL), 
gathered for its Plenary Session 
in Colombo is concerned about 
some of the issues that seem to 
create a sense of loss in human 
and religious values in our society. 
The Conference learnt among 
other matters, that in the recent 
past certain prisoners have been 

subjected to inhuman attacks 
causing them serious bodily injury, 
hospitalization and even death 
while in custody. International Law 
dictates that all prisoners should be 
treated with dignity and that their 
safety must be ensured. 
 The CBCSL wishes to 
condemn such atrocities in the 
strongest possible terms. According 

to Christian faith all human beings 
are made in the image and likeness 
of God (Gen. 1:27). Hence, they 
must be treated with dignity 
and respect at all times. It is also 
the unique responsibility of the 
government to deal with prisoners 
in keeping with their human 
dignity and the demands of 

A fervent appeal from the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka

the Archbishop 
of Colombo, 

His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith, referred to 
communication via the 
Media, comparable  to 
a double-egded sword 
and  said that if properly 
used it could make a 
positive contribution 
towards the upliftment 
of society, yet  if 
adversely used it could 

be a detriment to our 
social well-being.
 His Eminence 
was addressing the 36th 
Salutation Cinema and 
Tele Awards Ceremony of 
SIGNIS (OCIC,) held last 
Saturday, at the BMICH in 
Colombo.
 “The commercial 
influence of the present 
day has shamelessly de-
teriorated the standards 
of social communication 

and some media organiza-
tions are keen on profit-
making benefits rather 
than on integrity or moral 
principles,” His Eminence 
observed.
 Quoting from 
John 8:32, His Eminence 
said that it is the truth 
that liberates one, and a 
responsible media should 
be true and trustworthy.
 At the SIGNIS 

 His Eminence at SIGNIS Salutation 2012 

The Media: A double-edged sword

(Pic by: Fr. Sunil de Silva)

( See P 2 )
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The 
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Our Lady of 

Good 
Voyage
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 At the SIGNIS to help or serve others.”  

Pro 

Life
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Kurukulawa celebrates 

Feast of St. Lazarus

 The feast of St. Lazarus Church, Kurukulawa 
was held last week, with the Festive Holy Mass celebrat-
ed by Rev. Fr. Dharshana Jayamanne.
 Rev. Fr. Jude Shaman presided at Vespers.

Sharmaine Fernando

Medical Camp by Lions’ Club 
of Mahabage

 Lions’ Club of Mahabage conducted a medical 
and eye clinic  at St. Mary’s Church premises Nayaka-
kanda under the patronage of Rev. Fr. Mahendra Gu-
nathilaka, the Parish Priest recently. President of the 
club  Sheril Wijesekera, Secretary Roshni Camillus, 
treasurer Chryshanthi Gamlath, Past District Governor 
Sarath Goonasekara, Vice District Governor Ignatious  
Camillus, Project Chairman Upul de Silva, Hilary Gam-
lath and the members of the club attended the Camp.

N.  Perera

 N e w l y 
appointed Pre-
fects of Sunday 
Daham School of 
the Church of Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Balagala are 
seen with the Par-
ish Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Jude Raj Fernando.

Nimal  Perera

new Prefects of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Daham School, Balagala

A Low income 
Family gets 
new House!

 The keys, of a 
new house constructed 
by the Holy Rosary Guild 
of Dehiyagatha under the 
patronage of Rev. Fr. Dhar-
shana Jayamanna, the Vice 
Rector of Aquinas Univer-
sity College, Colombo, was 
handed over  recently after 
it was blessed, to Mr. Ruk-
mal Hettiarachchi and his 
wife K. Manel Perera and 
their four children in Wa-
hatiyagama, Dandugama, 
Ja-Ela.
 The funds needed 
for the construction of the 
house was raised by Rev. 
Fr. Dharshana Jayamanna, 
with the assistance of the 
Sri Lankan migrants in 
New Zealand.
 It was in 2005, 
when Rev. Fr. Jayamanna 
was the Parish Priest of  
Dehiyagatha, the Profes-
sionals Guild of Holy Rosa-
ry, was instituted with the 
view of uplifting the social, 
economic, spiritual stan-
dards and moral values of 
less privileged families.

Lawrence Fernando

Eucharistic Rally in Maggona and 
Diyalagoda Parishes

 Parishioners of 
Maggona and Diyalagoda 

First Holy Communion at Hettirippuwa
 Twenty one  students of St. 
Roche’s Catechetical School Hettirip-
puwa  received their First Holy Com-
munion recently at St. Roche’s Church, 
Hettirippuwa in the Irabodagama Mis-
sion of the Kurunagala Diocese.
 Rev. Fr. Hilary Rufus Thalis, 
Parish Priest  of Irabodagama, and Rev. 
Fr. Sumedha Pushpakumara (TOR) 
participated in the concelebrated Holy 
Mass.

G.B.H. Livera

Jesus Christ is..........
Contd.  from Pg. 1

faith in the Holy Eucharist.”
 The 3-day rally opened with the vocations ex-
hibition where different congregations of the Catholic 
Church had about 70 vocational stalls inside the Rev. 
Fr. Stanley Abeysekera, Auditorium of the College. The 
Stalls distributed leaflets, booklets and other material 
to encourage people to join the congregation or serve 
the Lord in a more committed way.  
 The Vocations Exhibition was declared open by 
Their Lordships, Rt. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando and 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Maxwell Silva on Friday, August 31, 2012.
 A 700-member combined school choir  accom-
panied by a 3-Piece Brass Band was involved in the sing-
ing at the Sacred Liturgy.
 Quoting from Article 95 of the Post-Synodal 
Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritas of the Holy 
Father Pope Benedict XVI, His Eminence said that the 
Martyrs of Abitinae in North Africa proved their love for 
the Eucharist for which they laid down their lives. In the 
face of severe persecution by Emperor Diocletian they 
refused to renounce the Eucharist declaring that it was 
not possible for them to live without the Eucharist, the 
food of the Lord: Sine dominico non possumus.
 “We too cannot live without partaking of the 
sacrament of our salvation; we too desire to be iuxta 
dominicam viventes, to reflect in our lives what we cel-
ebrate on the Lord’s Day,” quoted His  Eminence from 
the Papal Exhortation.
 “The moment the priest pronounces the words,’ 
this is my body’ it becomes the Body of the living Jesus 
Christ.  Those who consume this will live even if they 
die,” His Eminence said.
 His Eminence noted that some theologians 
think that the Eucharist is a sign but it is not. “It is the 
Lord Jesus.  It is he who comes into us, not a sign.  Re-
ceiving the Eucharist means adoring him.”
 “The Eucharist is the Centre of our lives so meet 
Him like a King.”

(Rev. Fr. Saman Maximus)
For more details  Pg. 8-9 

A fervent appeal.... Contd. from Pg. 1

celebrated the Eucharist 
Rally on Setpember 2. The 

Chief  celebrant on the oc-
casion was Rev. Fr. Lester 
Wijesuriya, Director of 
Princess Grace Orphanage, 
Kalamulla - Kalutara.
 All arrangements 
for the Rally were made 
under the guidance of Rev. 
Fr. Ishan Premeena and 
Rev. Fr. Thusith Pradeep 
Fernando, Parish Priests 
of Maggona and Diyalago-
da respectively along with 
the liturgy committees.

D. Anselm Fernando

His Eminence at.... Contd. from Pg. 1 

International Law, while 
guaranteeing their safety 
at all times. 
 The CBCSL is also 
very much concerned 
about the controversial 
situation affecting educa-
tion in the country. There 
are grave concerns and 
increasing dissatisfac-
tion about the manner of 
conducting examinations. 
Our universities have been 
closed for a considerable 
period. Students have 
been expressing their frus-
tration in this regard. The 
university lecturers have 
expressed their concerns 
and these too need to be 
settled. 
 The Catholic Bish-
ops urge the government 
and those involved to ad-
dress these issues without 
delay mindful of the fact 
that the students are the 
worst affected as a result of 
these conflicts. Hence nor-
malcy should be restored 
as a matter of urgency for 
the good of the education 
of our children. 

 The farmers of 
the North Central Province 
and elsewhere too have 
expressed their concerns 
pertaining to serious diffi-
culties they experience as 
a result of not being able 
to properly engage in the 
cultivation of rice for the 
country’s requirement. 
These concerns of the 
farmers too must be given 
urgent and patient atten-
tion. 
 Last but not the 
least is the most urgent 
need to work towards a 
political solution. After 

having suffered the bitter 
ravages of war for so long, 
the nation is in search of a 
peace that lasts. Hence, the 
CBCSL once again wishes 
to make a fervent appeal 
to the government and 
all concerned to work out 
a political solution that 
resolves our difficulties 
amicably and ensures true 
peace and justice for all 
the citizens of Sri Lanka. 

His Lordship Norbert M. 
Andradi, oMI

Secretary General 
Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of Sri Lanka 

Salutation 2012, the film 
‘Dihiwari’ clinched the 
Award for the Best Film 
while the Award for Best 
Director went to Rear Ad-
miral Sarath Weerasekera 
for the film ‘Gamani’.
 Two selections 
were made in the Best Ac-
tress category. The Golden 

Award for best actress cat-
egory was presented to Dil-
hani Ekanayake for her role 
in the film ‘Gamani’ and the 
Silver Award went to San-
geetha Weeraratne for her 
role in the film ‘Dihiwari’.
Bimal Jayakody took the 
award for Best Actor for 
the film ‘Gamani’.

 In the class of tele-
drama, ‘Sandagiri Pawwa’ 
was adjudged the Best Tele-
drama with Saman Kumara 
Liyanage as Best Director.  
The Best Actress and Best 
Actor Awards were taken 
by Himali Siriwardena and 
Sanjeewa Upendra respec-
tively.
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Pallansena Parish 
prepares for 125th Jubilee 

of Our Lady of Sorrows

 Vatican City,  (VIS) - The 
Pope has sent a message to the 
Archdiocese of Milan, the Society 
of Jesus, the relatives of Cardinal 
Carlo Maria Martini, and “all those 
who loved and esteemed (him) and 
have chosen to accompany him on 
his final journey”. The message was 
read out during the funeral of the 
late Cardinal, Archbishop Emeritus 
of Milan, Italy, by Cardinal Angelo 
Comastri, the Pope’s special envoy 
to the event.
 “’Your word is a lamp for 
my feet, a light for my path’. The 
Psalmist’s words encapsulate the 

entire existence of this generous 
and faithful pastor of the Church. 
He lived as a man of God, who not 
only studied Sacred Scripture but 
loved it intensely, making it the 
light of his life that all things might 
be ‘ad maiorem Dei gloriam’, for the 
greater glory of God. It was for this 
reason that he was able to teach 
believers and seekers after truth 
that the only word worthy to listen 
to, accept and follow is that of God, 
because it leads everyone along 
the path of truth and love. He lived 
with great openness of heart, never 
rejecting encounter and dialogue 

with anyone, and giving a concrete 
response to the Apostle’s invitation 
always ‘to be ready to give an expla-
nation to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for your hope’. He lived with 
a spirit of profound pastoral charity, 
in keeping with his own episcopal 
motto of ‘Pro veritate adversa dilig-
ere’, attentive to all situations espe-
cially the most difficult, and lovingly 
close to the lost, the poor and the 
suffering”.
 “May the Lord, who guid-
ed Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini 
throughout his life, receive this tire-
less servant of the Gospel and of the 
Church in the heavenly Jerusalem.”

Message of the Holy Father for the 
funeral of Cardinal Martini

First Holy Communicants of Delathura

 First Holy Communicants of Delathura Daham 
School are seen holding up their scapulars for blessing, 
after they received their First  Holy Communion.

Holy Father warns 
against the danger of 

false religiosity
 Vatican City, 3 September 2012 (VIS) - The 
Law of God, which finds complete fulfilment in love, 
provided the theme for Benedict XVI’s remarks be-
fore praying the Angelus with faithful gathered in 
the inner courtyard of the Apostolic Palace at Castel 
Gandolfo.
 Commenting on reading from the Gospel 
of St. Mark, in which the Pharisees reproach Jesus’ 
disciples for not following the norms of Mosaic Law, 
the Pope explained that God’s Law “is His Word, 
which guides mankind along the path of life, freeing 
them from the slavery of selfishness and introducing 
them into the ‘land’ of authentic freedom and life. It 
is for this reason that, in the Bible, the Law is not 
seen as a burden, but as the Lord’s most precious 
gift, an expression of His desire to remain alongside 
His people, and to be their Ally”.
 Yet when the people settle in the Promised 
Land and become the depositories of the Law, they 
are tempted “to place their safety and their happi-
ness in something which is no longer the Word of 
the Lord: In material goods and in power, other ‘di-
vinities’ which are, in fact, empty and futile idols. Of 
course, the Law of God remains, but it is no longer 
so important, no longer the rule of life; rather it be-
comes a facade, a covering, while life follows other 
paths, other rules, often selfish individual and group 
interests. In this way religion loses its authentic 
meaning  and is reduced to a secondary habit which 
satisfies the need human beings have to feel they 
have done right before God”.

Ecumenism is of 
‘primary importance’ to 

the Holy Father 
 
 VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Benedict XVI’s 
decision to meet with his former students for a 
discussion about ecumenical relations, especially 
Catholic relations with Anglicans and Lutherans, 
demonstrates the importance he gives the search 
for Christian unity, said Cardinal Christoph Schon-
born of Vienna.
 The Austrian Cardinal, one of the former 
doctoral students of the former Professor Joseph 
Ratzinger, spoke to Vatican Radio on the eve of the 
annual three-day meeting of the “Ratzinger Schuler-
kreis” -- literally, the Ratzinger student circle.
 “The fact that the Holy Father chose this 
theme for this year’s meeting is a sign that for him 
the ecumenical question is of primary importance,” 
especially as the Catholic Church prepares to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council, which formally set out the 
Church’s ecumenical agenda, the Cardinal said.
 The Pope’s former doctoral students will 
base their discussions on retired German Cardinal 
Walter Kasper’s book, “Harvesting the Fruits,” a 
comparative collection of the agreements reached 
in theological dialogues with the Anglicans, Luther-
ans, Methodists and Reformed communities since 
Vatican II.
 Swiss Cardinal Kurt Koch, who succeeded 
Cardinal Kasper as president of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Promoting Christian Unity, participated in the 
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 meeting of the Schulerkreis in Castel 
Gandolfo, the Pope’s summer residence about 15 
miles southeast of Rome.
 The Pope and his students had invited 
guest speakers to the closed-door meeting: retired 
Lutheran Bishop Ulrich Wilckens, a New Testament 
scholar; Theodor Dieter, director of the Institute for 
Ecumenical Research in Strasbourg, France; and 
Swiss Bishop Charles Morerod of Lausanne, Geneva 
and Fribourg.

Church in the 
World

 Rev. Fr. Noel Sampath is seen blessing the Scap-
ulars. Rev. Fr. R. Nishantha, the Principal of Loyola Col-
lege, Bopitiya participated in the celebrations.

Sahani Perera

Act of Charity and Love

 A one time active SVP member of the Parish of 
Kandawela, 80-year-old, Clara Paaris, who is now rele-
gated to a wheel chair, is seen being helped by the mem-
bers of the SVP in Kandawela.
 Mrs. Clara Paaris lives with her daughter in Thi-
birigaskatuwa in Katana.             Cecil Danicius

 The  125th Jubilee of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church, Pallansena will be celebrated on September 30, 
2012.
 The Archbishop of Colombo, His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith will preside as the Chief Cel-
ebrant  at the  Festive Holy Mass.
 Various programmes and preparations, includ-
ing the renovation  of  the Church in time for the feast is 
been attended to by the Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Jayantha 
Nimal.

Melvyn de Costa
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the Eucharistic Rally and 
Exhibition 2012 which 
was held at St. Joseph’s 

College premises from August 
31, 2012 to  September 2, 2012 
was a tremendous success 
in every way - very specially 
spiritually. 
 I write this letter to 
express our gratitude to  His 
Eminence Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith for holding this  Eucha-
ristic Rally which was a grand 
manifestation of our praise, 
honour  and glory to Jesus 
Christ, the eternal  Bread from 
heaven who is truly present 
in the Holy Eucharist. The 
Organizing  Committee led by 
Very Rev. Fr. Placidus de Silva, 
Very Rev. Fr. Ivan Perera and 
Mr. Gamini Kannangara, and 
the members of the Blessed 
Joseph Vaz Trust deserve the 
highest commendation for a 
job meticulously planned and 
executed with precision.
 The hourly Eucharistic 
Adoration conducted by the 
faithful of the different Dean-
eries and the Lay Apostolic 
Movements functioning in the 
Archdiocese of  Colombo, were 
well-organized, soul-searching 

and deeply spiritual. The “Voca-
tions Exhibition” (under  the 
theme: “Is God calling you?”)  
was really an eye-opener, re-
vealing to all the numerous re-
ligious congregations as well as 
lay apostolic movements which 
work tirelessly in the Archdio-
cese  for the greater glory of 
God. It is our  earnest hope that 
the vocations exhibition which 
attracted many young girls and 
boys will result in a bountiful 
harvest of good vocation for 
the priesthood, consecrated re-
ligious life and also for the lay  
apostolic movements.
 The final 
day’s proceedings 
culminated with con-
celebrated open air 
Holy Mass presided 
over by His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith, followed by 
a grand but solemn 
Eucharistic Proces-
sion along Darley 
Road publicly demon-
strating our faith in 
the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Holy Eu-
charist, and  the final 
Benediction.
 The singing 
by the Archdiocesan 
Choir, the Combined 
Schools Choir (which 
toured Rome recent-
ly) and the combined 
Choir of 700 students 
from the Catholic 
Schools, and the mu-
sic of the Brass Bands 
of several Catholic 
Schools were melo-
dious, solemn and  

sweet to the ears.
 The role played by St. 
Joseph  the wonder worker  
cannot be forgotten. The statue 
of St. Joseph which was  kept  
under an umbrella at the 
College ground was a public  
manifestation of our Catholic  
belief in the intercessory power 
of the saints particularly that 
of St. Joseph for good weather. 
The Eucharistic Rally was not 
hampered by the rainy weather 
which prevailed in several 
parts of Colombo  and its sub-
urbs. In fact, the rain drops 
which fell for not more than 

two minutes as the Monstrance 
with the Eucharistic Lord was 
being carried to the chariot 
(at the commencement of the 
Eucharistic Procession) was a 
sign of heavenly blessings ( Mal 
Varusava) and a reminder that 
Jesus still “obeys” His foster 
father!
 May this Eucharistic 
Rally make us people of the 
Eucharist, for the  Eucharist, 
and by the Eucharist! May we 
not  fear or hesitate to proclaim 
that Jesus, the eternal Bread 
from Heaven who is now truly 
present in the Holy Eucharist is 

the Saviour of all mankind.
 May the Eucharistic 
Lord bless all who worked tire-
lessly with deep commitment, 
zeal and enthusiasm to make 
this Eucharistic Rally a grand 
manifestation of the Real Pres-
ence of Jesus in the “Eucharist 
- a taste of Heaven on Earth!
 I conclude this letter of 
appreciation and thanks with 
the hope that another Eucha-
ristic Rally, would be held in 
2020 to mark the conclusion of 
the “Decade of the Eucharist.”

Victor Silva

September 9,  2012

EDITORIAL

Ah, but a man’s reach 
should exceed his 
grasp. Or what’s a 

heaven for? 
-  Robert Browning

The recent passing away of Neil Armstrong, the 
first man to step on the moon, at the age of 82 
brings to light the temporary nature of life. Our 
final destination, as Christ and the Bible clearly 
says, is Heaven. Our Lord Jesus Christ stated it 
very clearly when he said His Father’s mansion 
has many rooms and He goes ahead of us to pre-
pare our eternal and heavenly abode.

As with his passing, Armstrong should also be re-
membered and praised for his heroic and unique 
efforts. It takes immense courage to volunteer to 
a space program where many others died before 
and after him, in both their attempts to travel to 
the moon or during routine rocket launches. Even 
a few years ago, NASA’s shuttle program suffered 
two fatal disasters, when one shuttle was de-
stroyed on lift-off and another on re-entry. Essen-
tially 50 per cent of NASA’s space shuttles were 
destroyed.

The important question is why do we humans risk 

death or injury to venture into space? The answer 
is simple. We are made in the image of God, and we 
have a yearning for knowledge and freedom. Often, 
when we venture beyond our boundaries, we are 
actually reaching outside our comfort zones. It is 
those people who do this habitually who reflect the 
true image of God. Perhaps the most fundamental 
example of reaching beyond one’s comfort zone is 
that of being a Christian. For those of us who are 
cradle-to-grave Catholics this may not be obvious. 
But to live a true Christian life requires immense 
courage, motivation, perseverance and strength of 
character.

At the opening ceremony of Paralympics 2012 in 
London, Prof. Stephen Hawking said  “ The greatest 
enemy of knowledge is not ignorance, it’s the illu-
sion of knowledge, and added ‘do not look down at 
you feet,  but up at the stars and beyond.” Since time 
immemorial, human beings have reached beyond 
their own confines. The reasons could be for basic 
necessities, such as food, shelter, security, chang-
ing weather patterns, economic conditions and the 
like. But there are also higher causes to which we 
are called to step beyond our comfort zones.

Most of the disciples of Christ travelled far and 
wide, and none more so than Saint Paul, whose 
journeys across the Mediterranean 2,000 years ago 
over a 40-year period would even seem exhausting 
and impossible for a modern traveller with his or 
her own personal business jet aircraft. Jesus, too, 
travelled far and wide during his public ministry. 
So did the Holy Family (Flight to Egypt or pilgrim-
ages to the Great Temple of Jerusalem) and the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (The Visitation to her cousin 
Elizabeth’s house). Christianity’s cornerstone was 

built on the missionary and evangelistic jour-
neys of Jesus and the disciples. If they didn’t go 
through all the hardships of travelling outside 
their homes, then we would not have received 
the Word as we have in reality.

As Catholics we, too, are called to venture out. 
The word “Mass” is derived from the Italian 
word “Missa,” which means to go out or to go 
on mission. So each time we celebrate the Mass, 
we are given the responsibility of going out into 
the wide world and bringing the good news of 
Christ’s salvation to all.

Closely linked with humanity’s spirit of explora-
tion and movement is our desire for freedom. All 
wary travellers will tell you that when they move 
out of their narrow confines and closed-in bor-
ders, they experience a sense of freedom. As hu-
man beings, we were created free. This freedom 
comes only from God.

Perhaps we all may not have the opportunity to 
travel to the moon or Mars, or experience the ex-
haustive journeys of Saint Paul. But we can reach 
beyond our limited areas and points of reference 
to a wider world, where many hungry souls are 
yearning for salvation. We, through the grace 
of God, can be an instrument of deliverance for 
them.

So let’s take courage and not flinch at any oppor-
tunity that arises, where we are called to venture 
beyond our fears and boundaries. And like Neil 
Armstrong or Saint Paul, reach far beyond our-
selves. Christ did. He came from the best place 
one can imagine – Heaven, to this troubled world; 
so that we may have life, and have it to the full.

the Eucharist - A taste of Heaven on Earth

A Hymn to Our Lady of Matara 
O  beauteous Lady of Matara 
We honour you today 
O  glorious Queen of Ruhuna 
‘Tis your lovely festal day 
With joy we all come flocking 
To this your hallowed shrine 
In reverential offering 
Our lighted candles shine 

Chorus: 
Queen of Ruhuna we revere you 
Pure radiant star of this sea 
Mother of Jesus we fondly greet you 
Our Lady of Victory 

We bring in veneration 
Bright blossoms of every hue 
And string in jubilation 
Silken flags of white and blue 
Our gifts and our devotion 
We offer lovingly 

We sing in exultation 
Around you joyously 

Inspiring is your beauty 
Chaste virgin beyond compare 
Bestow a glance of pity 
As we lift our hearts in prayer 
The Rosary that we treasure 
With loving hands we hold 
Our roses to you we offer 
Roses white and red and gold 

0 dearest Mother bless us
‘Ere we leave your shrine to - day 
Present our needs to Jesus 
Never let us go astray 
Protect us we implore you 
Bring peace to us we pray 
And lead us we entreat you 
Close to Jesus day by day 

Rita Irene Fernando
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it  happens almost  unfailingly every 
Friday evening, when the sun re-
sembles a giant orange and is start-

ing to dip into the blue ocean.
 Old Ed comes strolling along 
the beach to his favourite pier. Clutched 
in his bony hand is a bucket of shrimp. 
Ed walks out to the end of the pier, 
where it seems he almost has the world 
to himself. The glow of the sun is a 
golden bronze now.
 Everybody’s gone, except for a 
few joggers on the beach. Standing out 
on the end of the pier, Ed is alone with 
his thoughts...and his bucket of shrimp.
 Before long, however, he is 
no longer alone. Up in the sky a thou-
sand white dots come screeching and 
squawking, winging their way toward 
that lanky frame standing there on the 
end of the pier.
 Before long, dozens of seagulls 
envelope him, their wings fluttering and 
flapping wildly. Ed stands there toss-
ing shrimp to the hungry birds. As he 
does, if you listen closely, you can hear 
him say with a smile, ‘Thank you. Thank 
you.’
 In a few short minutes the 
bucket is empty. But Ed doesn’t leave.
 He stands there lost in thought, 

as though transported to another time 
and place.
 When he finally turns around 
and begins to walk back toward the 
beach, a few of the birds hop along the 
pier with him until he gets to the stairs, 
and then they, too, fly away. And old Ed 
quietly makes his way down to the end 
of the beach and on home.
 If you were sitting there on 
the pier with your fishing line in the 
water, Ed might seem like ‘a funny old 
duck,’ as my dad used to say. Or, ‘a guy 
who’s a sandwich shy of a picnic,’ as 
my kids might say. To onlookers, he’s 
just another old codger, lost in his own 
weird world, feeding the seagulls with a 
bucket full of shrimp.
 To the onlooker, rituals can look 
either very strange or very empty.
 They can seem altogether 
unimportant .... maybe even a lot of 
nonsense.
 Old folks often do strange 
things, at least in the eyes of Boomers 
and Busters.
 Most of them would probably 
write Old Ed off, down there in Florida. 
That’s too bad. They’d do well to know 
him better.
 His full name: Eddie Ricken-

backer. He was a famous hero back 
in World War II. On one of his flying 
missions across the Pacific, he and 
his seven-member crew went down. 
Miraculously, all of the men survived, 
crawled out of their plane, and climbed 
into a life raft.
 Captain Rickenbacker and his 
crew floated for days on the rough wa-
ters of the Pacific. They fought the sun. 
They fought sharks. Most of all, they 
fought hunger. By the eighth day their 
rations ran out. No food. No water. They 
were hundreds of miles from land and 
no one knew where they were.
 They needed a miracle. That 
afternoon they had 
a simple devotional 
service and prayed for 
a miracle. They tried 
to nap. Eddie leaned 
back and pulled his 
military cap over his 
nose. Time dragged on. 
All he could hear was 
the slap of the waves 
against the raft.
 Suddenly, Ed-
die felt something land 
on the top of his cap. It 
was a seagull!
 Old Ed would 
later describe how 
he sat perfectly still, 
planning his next 
move. With a flash of 
his hand and a squawk 
from the gull, he man-
aged to grab it and 
wring its neck.. He tore 
the feathers off, and he 
and his starving crew 
made a meal - a very 
slight meal for eight 
men - of it. Then they 
used the intestines 
for bait.. With it, they 

caught fish, which gave them food and 
more bait.......and the cycle continued. 
With that simple survival technique, 
they were able to endure the rigours 
of the sea until they were found and 
rescued after 24 days at sea.
 Eddie Rickenbacker lived many 
years beyond that ordeal, but he never 
forgot the sacrifice of that first life-
saving seagull... And he never stopped 
saying, ‘Thank you.’ That’s why almost 
every Friday night he would walk to 
the end of the pier with a bucket full of 
shrimp and a heart full of gratitude. 

(PS: Eddie started Eastern Airlines)
(Max Lucado, “In The Eye of the Storm”)

Old Guy and a bucket of Shrimp

One of the most moving moments 
of the Eucharistic Congress held 
at St. Joseph’s College, Mara-

dana, was the precious time allocated 
for Eucharistic Adoration, with each 
such hour concluding with Benediction. 
The Eucharistic Rally at the end of the 
Congress which gave public witness to 
the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, also 
left an impression that will remain in 
our memory always. As His Eminence, 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith himself 
expressed, “Christ in the Blessed Sacra-
ment is the centre of our lives. We must 
approach Him in humble adoration.”   
    Thousands of people who 
participated in the Congress, and many 
other faithful from all across the coun-
try will surely testify that the time spent 
each day with the Eucharistic Lord, 
was and is, the most peaceful and the 
most rewarding time of the day. We are 
strengthened and nourished; we find 
solace and comfort.
  In 1996, Pope John Paul II 
wrote a letter commemorating the 
400th anniversary of the Forty- hour 
Devotion, in which he said, “Closeness 
to the Eucharistic Christ in silence and 
contemplation does not distance us 
from our contemporaries but on the 
contrary, it makes us open to human joy 
and distress, broadening our hearts on 
a global scale. Anyone who prays to the 
Eucharistic Saviour draws the whole 
world with him and raises it to God.”

 Obviously, there is nothing self-
ish about Eucharistic Adoration. Rather, 
we learn to become selfless and gener-
ous in the presence of the Lord who 
gave His life for us. 
 The Eucharistic adoration pro-
longs and intensifies all that takes place 
during the Holy Mass. Indeed, as Pope 
Benedict XVI puts it clearly in his ad-
dress to the Roman Curia (2005) “Only 
in adoration can a profound and genu-
ine reception, mature, and it is precisely 
this personal encounter with the Lord 
that then strengthens the social mis-
sion contained in the Eucharist, which 

seeks to break down not only the walls 
that separate the Lord from ourselves, 
but also and especially, the walls that 
separate us from one another.”
 Therefore, every act of rever-

ence, every genuflection that we make 
before the Blessed Sacrament is im-
portant, because it is an act of faith in 
Christ, an act of love for Christ.  Every 
sign of the Cross made each time we 
pass a Church, is also an act of faith. 
Every sign of respect we give to the 
Eucharistic Lord, through our gesture, 
posture and vesture, especially when 
coming for Holy Communion and Ador-
ing the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, 
is an acknowledgement of how sinful 
we are and how humble we should be, 
before the Eucharistic Lord. 
 As we enter into a phase of 

prayerful contemplation on living the 
spirit of the Eucharistic Congress just 
concluded, let us endeavour to allocate 
time for the Eucharistic Lord each day, 
in every way, especially through the 
Holy Eucharist and Adoration and let 
that time be qualitative, as we learn to 
give due respect and reference to our 
Lord and Master. 
 Let us cultivate a sense of awe 
before Him.

Rev. Fr.  Justin Chawkan, SSS
St. Philip Neri’s Church,

Pettah

can we fi nd time for Adoration?  Daily, if possible?

Lord the giver of strength
A silent prayer

Where ever I am
In times of doubt

Ignorance, apathy
Begotten by weakness

When I fear
Feeling unbearable
Reality of solitude

Which I cannot change
When poor inner spirit

Fails my judgement
Lack of conviction

Non left of confi dence
Lord, I need not plead

I should not crave
Just to remind

I still fi rmly believe
Those of similar strength

Shows their side
In you to succeed
Always I will abide

Leaving you to decide
Miran Perera

seeks to break down not only the walls 

ence, every genuflection that we make 
before the Blessed Sacrament is im-
portant, because it is an act of faith in 
Christ, an act of love for Christ.  Every 
sign of the Cross made each time we 
pass a Church, is also an act of faith. 
Every sign of respect we give to the 
Eucharistic Lord, through our gesture, 
posture and vesture, especially when 
coming for Holy Communion and Ador-
ing the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, 

“Every sign of respect we 
give to the Eucharistic Lord, 

through our gesture, posture 
and vesture, especially when 
coming for Holy Communion 
and adoring the Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament, is an 
acknowledgement of how 

sinful we are and how humble 
we should be, before the 

Eucharistic Lord”
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On August 30, a Sri Lankan 
daily paper published an 

article that appeared in London’s 
Daily Mail. This article was about 
Jo Powell who lives in Newark, 
Nottinghamshire. She conceived 
a baby several years after her 
marriage. During the first month 
of pregnancy she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She was given 
the option of postponing the 
cancer treatment and risking her 
life or aborting the baby. She opted 
to save the baby and get cancer 
treatments at the later stage of her 
pregnancy, reducing the risk to the 
baby growing in her womb. 
 She gave birth  to  a 
healthy baby boy and she had a 
mastectomy after the childbirth. 
The baby and the mother are still 
alive and the oncologists have 
informed Mrs. Powell that she 
does not need any more treatment 
for cancer as there was no trace of 
cancer anymore. 
 This incident reminds 
us of Gianna Beretta Molla, an 
ltalian pediatrician who was 
suffering from fibroma during 
her pregnancy. As a physician she 
knew the danger of proceeding 
with her pregnancy. She opted to 
go through her pregnancy despite 
the warnings from her physicians 
that her life is in danger. 
 Though she had the option 
of undergoing a hysterectomy, 
she wanted her fourth child to 
survive. Since her life was in 
danger hysterectomy would have 
been an option without breaking 
the laws of the Church. She wanted 
to give the gift of life to her fourth 
child, even at the expense of her 
own life. Within a week after 

child-birth, 39 -year old 
Gianna passed away, going 
through agonizing pain 
due to peritonitis. 
 Pope John Paul 
II beatified her in 1962. 
Her husband Pietro and 
her daughter Laura were 
present at this ceremony. 
St. Gianna Beretta Molla 
was canonized on May 16, 
2004 by Pope Benedict 
XVI. Pope John Paul II who 
beatified her called her a 
“pro-life witness.” He said, 
“Her testimony is heroic; 
a true hymn to life, in violent 
contrast with certain mentalities 
pervasive today. May her heroic 
sacrifice inspire courage in those 
who participate in the movement 
for life, in order that every human 
being’s inviolable dignity is 
recognized from birth to a natural 
death!” 
 Abortion is illegal in 
Sri Lanka. In spite of this legal 
ban around 1000 back-street 
abortions are performed in our 
country daily which adds up to 
365,000 a year. Urged by United 
Nations’ bodies such as  the World 
Health Organization and  Western 
funding agencies, the government 
is planning to legalize-abortions 
for the victims of rape, incest and 
for pregnancies with disabled 
children. They proclaim that 
such mothers should have the 
right to continue or to end their 
pregnancy. 
 The Catholic Church 
believes in and takes a pro-life 
stance regarding abortion. The 
Church teaches that “human life 
must be respected and protected 

absolutely from the moment of 
conception. From the first moment 
of his/her existence, a human 
being must be recognized as 

having the 
rights of a person, 

among which are the 
inviolable right of every innocent 

being to life.” (Bl. John Paul II in the 
Encyclical “Evangelium Vitae”)
 The Catholic Church in Sri 
Lanka is protesting these moves 
towards legalizing abortion. It is 
planning to declare a Sunday in 
November as the Day of the Unborn. 
His Eminence the Cardinal is in 
the process of issuing a pastoral 
letter on abortion. Catholic Family 
Apostolate is already geared 
towards conscientizing people 
that abortion is tantamount to 
infanticide and any legislation 
that does not protect the life of an 
innocent human foetus is anti -life 
and anti-social. 
 The Catholic Church is 
vehemently opposed to abortion. 
But the Church understands deeply 
the plight of the mothers who have 
gone through an abortion. Blessed 
John Paul advised such mothers 
with comforting words: “Do not 
give into discouragement and do 
not lose hope .... Give yourselves 
over  with humility and trust to 
repentance. The Father of Mercies 
is ready to give you forgiveness 
and peace in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.”

Bits and 

Pieces
Madi

The Gardner’s Prayer 
O sublime Lord, you created the world and saw 
it was good, 
I make a feeble attempt in my own little way, 
to add a pinch of beauty to your own 
creation. 
Many hours do I put in, inviting nature to 
bloom in my garden, 
digging and weeding, watering and composting. 

Snails are my sworn enemies, with shells and 
without. 
They’ll eat up in one miserable night, all the 
budding saplings 
I nurtured and craved to behold. 
I declare war against bandicoots, I fight 
against them tooth and nail. 
I don’t need excavators to dig my ground, 
they do the job looking for the juicy worms 
uprooting all my treasured plants, 
throwing me into a fit of rage. 

When you walk the night, all powerful Lord, 
I pray, you cast your protective spell on my 
little patch of ‘Eden’ 
to deliver me from all the wiles of unwelcome 
trouble makers. 

The creeper I’ve grown on my parapet wall 
blossoms with yellow beauties most parts of the 
year. 
It’s an invitation to all passers-by on the road, 
to savour the beauty and thank you for your 
generous bounty. 
On the contrary, they pick them on the sly 
not giving others the coveted moment 
to appreciate beauty and hold their breath in 
admiration of you. 

I may forgive the nocturnal intruders as they 
know not what they do. 
Must I forgive the human offenders, as they 
know what they do, is downright uncivilized? 
Nevertheless, my gut feeling is, forgive them’ 
Didn’t Christ forgive for my sake, to save me? 

Ananda Perera

Pro-Life 

 The whole journey itself was a fluke; never expected to 
get out of Colombo like that.  But it happened. Thanks to a group 
of friends. The journey included a stopover before reaching the 
final destination. The stopover was at a church in Matale. - St. 
Thomas’ Church.
 It was here that we met John.  John reminded me of 
someone I had met earlier - Nalin.   Both had some striking 
commonalities.  They were both non-Christians and were 
differently-abled and both loved the work entrusted to them and 
with faithfulness they went about with their tasks.
 John, I found out later was also the Sacristan of the Church 
but his main task I could see was to ring the Church bells at 6.00 
in the morning, 12.00 in the afternoon and 6.00 in the evening. – 
The Bells of the Angelus.
 After a tiresome journey when we landed at the front 
porch of the Church, the first person to meet us was John. He was 
quite active having informed the Parish Priest about our arrival. He 
was talking but I just couldn’t fathom anything. For the first time 
I thought that my Latin lecturer had been more comprehensible. 
But then it seemed that John himself was having a problem.  “I did 
not know whether I should speak in Tamil or Sinhala to you all,” 
was his response when I asked him later what he was mumbling 
about when we arrived.
 The next morning after breakfast while the others paid a 
visit to the town I stayed back, mainly to observe an Adult Baptism 
that was to take place at around 9.30.  It was then that I saw John 
again sitting there on the right side of the sanctuary and watching 
the event with large curious eyes.  I did not realize he was the 
Sacristan at that time.
 After the baptism I picked up an old magazine from the 
Mission House and sat in the porch, but I could not read past the 
cover as there was quite a bit of activity going around. It seemed 
like Fr. Joe and John were being kept very busy with a load of 
parishioners coming to meet Father.
 Whenever he got a little free time he would come and sit in 
the porch and I was kept informed about all the parishioners who 
came and went.  He told me that his real name was Velu and had 
come to the Church 10 years ago.  “It was Fr. Nilindra who gave me 
the name John. So now I am John Velu,” he says with a grin.
 There was a bell tower with padlocked doors in the 
garden. I asked him why it was padlocked.  He said that he opens 
it to ring the Church bells, three times a day. “I will call you at 
12.00 when I open the doors again,” he says.
 The clanging of the Church bells said that John was 
already at his task. There was a rhythm in the ringing.  It goes. 
I think, something like; one, two, three and then one, two, three 
and again one, two, three and then nine pulls.
 I asked him how he does it.  Don’t his fingers hurt? He 
was very matter of fact. “Till I got used to it, it was a bit difficult.  
But now I have mastered it so I don’t feel anything,” he said with 
a sense of ownership. A Cross he carried three times a day, daily, 
in order to herald to the faithful of Matale that the Bells of the 
Angelus call us to pray.  Did John know that?

 For somebody who 
felt that wisdom, knowledge 
and understanding was 
everything, for the first 
time I felt and found the real 
meaning of the words, love, 
patience and kindness, the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
Love -  for the work entrusted 
to him.
Patience -  in executing the 
work entrusted to him. 
Kindness - in the manner 
he approached the work 
entrusted to him.  This was 
John!
 Looking at John the 
words of Christ became 
more meaningful to me, “If 
anyone wishes to come after 
me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and 
follow me” (Mt.16:24).
 Many we meet as 
we journey through life but 
only a few leave something 
with us to remember them 
by and they are the selfless, 
like John and Nalin.  

AMS

‘The 
Bells 
of the 

Angelus’

John’s ‘pet-project’ - Dingy, the doggy.

 Our Mother 

She is not our cook 
But she cooks for us 
She is not our washer woman 
But she washes our clothes 
She is not our cleaner 
But she keeps the house clean 
She is not our gardener 
But she helps to keep the 
      garden weIl- tended 

Our Mother, 
She is not our driver 
But she takes us wherever we desire 
She is not our bank 
But she keeps the money safe 
She is not the organizer 
But she makes sure everything runs 
on schedule She is not our doctor 
But she takes care of us better than 
anyone 

Our Mother, 
She is the guardian angel 
A woman who gave up everything for 
the family 
A wife who bears everything in her 
heart and stilI loves the same 
A mother who wants the best for her 
children however bad they are 

She is one in a million And she 
deserves to be treated the same. 

Without her we will be lost!! 
       Devinka Perera 
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appraisal of the meanings assigned to Our Lady’s name. 
Maryãm has all the appearance of a genuine Hebrew name, 
and no solid reason has been discovered to warrant rejecting 
the Semitic origin of the word. The Hebrew name of Mary, 
Maryãm, (in Latin Domina) 
means lady or sovereign; 
this Mary is in virtue of her 
Son’s sovereign authority 
as Lord of the World. We 
call Mary, Our Lady as 
we call Jesus, Our 
Lord, and when 
we pronounce her 
name we affirm her 
power, implore 
her aid and place 
ourselves under 
her protection. 
 Pix: The 
Maria Bambino 
s t a tue  shown 
here  is found 
in the Nazareth 
Chapel,  
Nuwara Eliya.   
     The painting 
b y  L i o n a l 
Fernando on the 
bir th  of  Mary 
hangs at Daham 
Sevana Kalutara. 
T h e  b e a u t i f u l 
statue of Mary is 
found on the facade 
of  the  Wadduwa  
Church dedicated to 
the Holy Trinity.

 

 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage at Chaddy, “Sinthathirai Maatha ”

Mary was born to be the Mother of the Saviour of 
the world, the spiritual mother of all men, and the 
holiest of God’s creations. Because of her Son’s 

infinite merits, she was conceived and born immaculate and 
full of grace. Through her, Queen of heaven and of earth, 
all grace is given to men. Through her, by the will of the 
Trinity, the unbelieving receive the gift of faith; the afflicted 
are tendered the works of mercy; and the members of Christ 
grow in likeness of their Head. In Mary all human nature is 
exalted. We rejoice in her birthday, as the Church has done 
from the earliest times. This is one of the three birthdays in 
the Church Calendar.   The Birth of Jesus (December 25), the 
Birth of John the Baptist (June 24) and the Birthday of Mary. 
All three were born without original sin, although Mary and 
Jesus were conceived without sin, and St. John was cleansed 
of original sin while in the womb at the Visitation of Mary.
 In accordance with Jewish custom our Lady’s 
parents named her eight days after her birth, and were 
inspired to call her Mary. The feast of the Holy Name of 
Mary therefore follows that of her Birthday, as the Feast 
of the Holy Name of Jesus follows Christmas. The feast 
originated in Spain and was approved by the Holy See in 
1513; Pope Innocent XI extended its observance to the whole 
Church in 1683 in thanksgiving to our Lady for the victory 
on September 12, 1683 by John Sobieski, King of Poland, 
over the Turks, who were besieging Vienna and threatening 
the West. 
 The ancient Onomastica Sacra have preserved the 
meanings ascribed to Mary’s name by the early Christian 
writers and perpetuated by the Greek Fathers. “Bitter Sea,” 
“Myrrh of the Sea,” “The Light Giver,” “The Enlightened 
One,” “Lady,” “Seal of the Lord,” and “Mother of the 
Lord” are the principal interpretations. These etymologies 
suppose that the Hebrew form of the name is Maryãm, 
not Miryãm. From the time of St. Jerome until the 16th 
century, preferred interpretations of Mary’s name in the 
West were “Lady,” “Bitter Sea,” “The Light Giver,” and 
especially “Star of the Sea.” Stella Maris was by far the 
favoured interpretation. The revival of Hebraic studies, 
which accompanied the Renaissance, led to a more critical 

Happy Birthday Mother Mary! 

 The Church of Our Lady of Good Voyage is situated 
in the village of  Chaddy, Vellanai, Kayts in the Jaffna 
Diocese.   
 The inception of the Church dates back to 
Portuguese times and is thus one of the oldest churches in 
the North. The origin of this shrine is attribted to the faith of 
a captian of a Portuguese vessel which lost its direction in the 
Indian Ocean. The Captain being a firm believer of Blessed 
Virgin Mary prayed for their safety and by the miraculous 
act the ship and its crew reached the shore of Chaddy.
 History records that the Portuguese took possession 
of this place and built a fortress in Chaddy with a chapel 
inside in which they placed the miraculous statue of Mother 
Mary which they had carried with them in their ship. Here 
they venerated her with piety and propagated the devotion 
to Our Lady of Good Voyage among the local inhabitants.
 Our Lady of Good Voyage is called in Tamil 
Sinthathiri Maatha. The statue portrays Mother Mary 
carrying the child Jesus on one hand and holding a ship 
on the other. As such a deep devotion to Mother Mary as 
Protector of  Navigators and voyagers was inspired.   
         During the Portuguese regime the developments in 
the area created Vellanai into a town and Chaddy became 
the centre of commercial activities with a harbour and many 
Catholics from other parts of the Island settled in Chaddy 
for employment.
         Upon Dutch invasion, all the churches built by the 
Portuguese were destroyed and Catholics were persecuted. It 
is believed that when the Dutch burnt the Church dedicated to 
Our Lady of Good Voyage, the Catholics of the area removed 
the miraculous statue of Mother Mary and hid it in a well 
for safety. After a long period of abandonment a devotee 
learnt in her dream of the presence of this miraculous statue 
and by the act of grace found the statue in the well This is 
a unique well which never goes dry and supplies drinking 
water during the drought season. The Catholics of the area 
built a cadjan shelter for worship and placed this miraculous 
statue of Mother Mary and venerated her with piety. The 
Catholics around the neighbouring villages who learnt of  
the this miraculous image also flocked to pay their homage 
and seek Mother Mary’s blessings.
        The then Bishop of Jaffna, the late Rt. Rev Dr. Gymour 
realizing the need of a church for the growing Catholics in 
this area, rebuild this church in 1928 with the help of the 
devotees and well wishers near the unique well and placed 
the miraculous statue of Our Lady of Good Voyage on a 

beautifully carved wooden altar.  He appointed a Parish Priest 
to look into the spiritual needs of the Catholics of Allaipiddy, 
Madaithivu, Mankumpaan, Naranthani and Chaddy. 
        During ethnic disturbances this church served as a 
place of worship and also became the centre of refuge for 
the displaced. After the civil war the then Parish Priest by 
his untiring efforts renovated the entire church which was 
damaged by the war and colour washed and beautified the 
surroundings. The Church of Our Lady of Good Voyage 
was  dedicated and declared as a Pilgrim Shrine in the Jaffna 
diocese with public transport up to the shrine.
 The present Bishop of Jaffna, the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Savundranayagam has explored all possibilities in 
converting the Shrine to be one of the best pilgrim centres 
in the north by providing huts to stay, water tanks and other 
welfare facilities for the convenience of the devotees and 
pilgrims who flock to the shrine throughout the year. 
 Rev.Fr. Philips Stanislaus OMI the present 
Administrator of this Shrine continues to develop and uplift 
the image of this pilgrim shrine and has beautified the entire 
surroundings. 
 This historic architecturally built shrine  has become 
a famous pilgrim centre in the peninsula and attracts many 
from all parts of the Island. The environment with its soft 
sand, calm and shallow sea, Palmyrah palms around the 
church, enables the pilgrims to enjoy their time relaxed and 
in prayer.  The miraculous statue which was treasured and 
venerated by our ancestors can still be seen majestically 
adorned with a golden crown and jewels and placed on a 
beautifully designed wooden altar inside the newly renovated 
church.
 The end of the war has made it possible for the 
pilgrims in the South to visit this miraculous shrine of our 
Lady of Good Voyage throughout the year and invoke her 
blessing. During the festive season the devotees flock in 
large numbers from all parts of 
the Island to invoke the blessing 
and thank her for all the favours 
and protection received through 
the intercession of Our Lady 
of Good Voyage. To take back 
home as a token of remembrance 
of their visits plenty of precious 
religious articles and books 
are made available from the 
Religious article shop.

              The Church feast of Our Lady of Good Voyage “Chaddy 
Sinthathirai Maatha” is celebrated annually in the month of 
September in a colourful and jubilant atmosphere.  This year 
the Feast will commence with the hosting of the Flagstaff 
on 6th culminating on the 
15th Saturday with festive 
concelebrated Eucharistic 
h i g h  M a s s  o f f e r e d 
by the Chief Celebrant 
R t . R e v. D r .  T h o m a s 
S a v u n d a r a n a y a g a m , 
Bishop of Jaffna at 7.00 
A.M. assisted by the 
Parish Priest Rev.Fr. 
Stanislaus and other 
priests.  
 T h e 
“Little Vatican” 
faithful who lived 
in Our Lady of 
G o o d  Vo y a g e 
faith and refuge 
but now scattered 
and live in other 
parts of the world 
continue to spread 
the good news 
in wherever they 
live and propagate 
the devotion of 
‘ S i n t h a t h i r a i 
M a a t h a ”  w i t h 
gratitude.

- By S.B. David.

Compiled by Kishanie S.Fernando 

Art &
Architecture

in liturgy
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By Francis D’ Almeida

The 3-day Eucharistic Rally came to 
a fitting culmination at St. Joseph’s 
College Colombo last Sunday (2), 
with the Solemn Holy Mass presided 
over by the Archbishop of Colombo, 
His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith, assisted by Msgr. Giovanni 
Battisa Gandolfo, President of the 
Episcopal Conference Committee for 
Charitable Institutions of the Third 
World, the Secretary to Apostolic 
Nuncio in Sri Lanka, Rev. Fr. Renato 
Kucic, Msgr. Neville Joe Perera and 
Episcopal Vicars, Very Rev. Frs, 
Shanthikumar Welivita and Anthony 
Fernandopulle.
 The final Mass, procession 
and the last Benediction on Septem-
ber 2, 2012, drew tens of thousands of 
people, including priests, brothers, nuns 
and significantly young students, all gath-
ered to adore and worship the Lord in 
the Most Holy Eucharist.  A 700-member 
strong combined school choir assisted 
by a 350 Piece Brass Band, sang on the 
closing day of the Eucharistic Rally and 
Vocations Exhibitions.
 The 12 school bands, from differ-
ent parts of the Archdiocese took over as 
the Eucharistic procession commenced, 
to lead the faithful in singing even as they 
walked along the streets of Colombo pro-

claiming that Christ the King was com-
ing with them. The flag bearers smartly 
marched ahead of each band, giving a 
majestic presentation.
 The Sacred Liturgy was made im-
mensely inspiring with the choral voicing 
of 700 students both boys and girls from 
Grades Six to Thirteen, trained for several 
weeks coming together from Catholic 
schools from Payagala to Negombo and 

from Gampaha to 
Kandana. They 
vocalised in well 
balanced harmony 
in Sinhala, Tamil, 
English and Latin, 
hymns, chants and 
choruses in utmost 
finesse. Thus, the 
richness of Pontifi-
cal Mass was taken 
to a higher level of 
solemnity. 

Prayerful 
and Solemn
 The 
Mass and the 
Procession was 
marked by its 
solemn and 
devotional form, 
orderliness and 
proceedings 
all well coor-
dinated by the 

Liturgical Coordinators and the Organis-
ers, who used modern communication 
methods to ensure a flawless flow. Thus, 
it was easy for the vast throngs of the 
faithful to become an integral part of the 
Liturgy.

the Finale
 As the procession entered the 
vast grounds so well laid out, the Brass-

Band Ensemble played the majestic 
“Royal salute” even as a 13-member 
platoon of uniformed cadets of Holy 
Cross College, Kalutara marched in 
measured stride ahead of the Mon-
strance which was carried under a 
colourful canopy borne by senior lay 
organisers of the event.
 The congregation then raised 
their hearts and voices in singing the 
stirring anthem “Jayawe Jesuni” The 
vast Josephian grounds was adorned 
with thousands of  candles aflame 
when the choir thereafter sang the soul 
rousing piece “Oh the King is Coming” 
even as the Blessed Sacrament reached 
the High Altar amidst a magnificently 
adorned stage His Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal Ranjith imparted the Blessings 
of the Blessed Sacrament after the hymn, 
Tantum Ergo. 

 The vast choir had arranged 
themselves along the long and elevated 
series of steps on the left of the Altar bal-
ancing well with the combined 350 mem-
ber band who were stationed imppre-

sively on the right side of the 
Altar.  Precision  illumination 
up front, created an exquisitely 
beautiful and stunning effect 

for both groups 
the Hallelujah 
Chorus and the 
Brass Band Per-
formers.
After a brief 
address by His 
Eminence Mal-
colm Cardinal 
Ranjith, thank-
ing the commit-
tee of  the Joseph 
Vaz Trust, and 
several key per-
sons including 
the Rector and 
management of 

St Joseph’s College, the students, lead-
ers and singers as well as the  members 
of the bands, the mesmerising farewell 
unfolded. The Mass choir broke into the 
majestic Handle’s Hallelujah Chorus 
backed with wonderful accompaniment, 
as colourful fireworks enriched the sur-
rounds.
 The musical presentation then 

shifted to the opposite side of the main 
dais, as the combined Brass Band reve-
berated sacred songs, commencing with 
the glorious strains of “Holy, Holy,” shad-
owed  by  the colourful fireworks proudly 
lighting  up the night  skies behind them.

Mystery of the Holy Eucharist
 The Eucharistic Rally, celebrated  
after  a lapse of  around 50 years, con-
cluded in an awe-inspiring explosion of 
praise, honour and glory to Christ, the 
King, shrouded behind the  white wafer 
bread - The  Transformation of which, 
was proclaimed as the mystery of the 
Holy Eucharist, during the three days of 
the Eucharistic Rally. 

(Pix:  Rev. Fr. 
Sunil  De Silva)

Culmination of the Eucharistic Rally  -  Awesome and Awe inspiring

Eucharistic Miracles during the 3-day Rally
the Ceased Rains

1. The BBC and CNN weather forecasts predicted rainy weather on the three days of the Rally.  Stormy 
downpour was predicted for the final day.  People prayed with intensity and the Blessed Lord answered, 
certainly with the intercession of St. Joseph. Other than a few drops of rain during Mass, perhaps a bless-
ing of water, the weather kept fine, even though there were reports of showers in other parts of the City. 
Amazing! 

interest in Vocations

2. We have being  informed that  there were many inquires and expressions of interest from among stu-
dents and prefects to join priesthood and religious congregations. This interest also covers the enclosed 
women’s congregations. - A miracle of miracles to serve in our Lord’s vineyard.

claiming that Christ the King was com-

Prayerful 
and Solemn
 The 
Mass and the 
Procession was 
marked by its 
solemn and 
devotional form, 
orderliness and 
proceedings 
all well coor-
dinated by the 

“The Sacred Liturgy was made 
immensely inspiring with the choral 
voicing  of 700 students both boys 

and girls from Grades Six to Thirteen, 
trained for several weeks coming 

together from Catholic schools from 
Payagala to Negombo and from 

Gampaha to Kandana.”

“They vocalized in well balanced 
harmony in Sinhala, Tamil, English 

and Latin. Hymns chants and 
choruses in utmost fi nesse. Thus, the 
richness of Pontifi cal Mass was taken 

to a higher level of solemnity”

“Adore Him,
Worship Him, 
Receive Him, 

Love Him, 
Carry Him…… 

This is Our Lord!”

Altar.  Precision  illumination 
up front, created an exquisitely 
beautiful and stunning effect “The Eucharist is not just 

us receiving the Lord, it is 
the Lord receiving us”

“The Eucharist is the 
most beautiful 

expression of the Lord in 
our lives”
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and asked him to love 
his neighbour as him-
self. So the golden 
rule in morality is not 
to do to others what 
we do not want oth-
ers to do to us. Capitalism caters to the self interest of man. 
But as Adam Smith pointed out this capitalism is subject to 
the moral values and no person can dispense with moral 
values in his behavior in the free market economy. But the 
economic sphere is divorced from the moral sphere only 
in the discipline of Economics which seeks to explain the 
working of the Capitalist or free market economy. It is 
purely for pedagogic purposes and is not a license to amor-
al behaviour or to flout the moral code. Economic justice is 
indeed important. The accumulation of wealth by Capital-
ists should be spent for the poor and for the community. 
This was the Protestant Ethic which was the moral justifi-
cation for accumulating wealth. It does serve an important 
economic requirement for investment depends on saving 
and saving in the economic meaning is the abstaining from 
consumption. So capital accumulation, if the accumulated 
capital is invested serves a socially and morally acceptable 
purpose. 
 All too many confuse a market economy with 
consumerism, seeing a buy-buy-buy mentality as the out-
come and goal of economic liberty. But consumerism is the 
muddled idea that only in having more can we be happy. 
 Consumerism is wrong not because material 
things are wrong. Consumerism is wrong because it wor-
ships what is beneath us. Our goal in life should be what is 
taught in religions. It is true that Capitalism has spawned 
a variety of new goods and services and the capitalists will 
not make money unless their consumption is promoted. 
But the people are still free to be contented rather than go 
after more and more consumer products. It is this freedom 
that is valuable which has made possible the enormous 
new technologies which have produced the TV, Radio, the 
Airplane, the Computer, the Internet etc. let us as individu-
als act in accordance with our moral principles rather than 
be swayed by them.

RMB Senanayake

Letters 
to the 
Editor

 The untimely passing away of Rev. Fr. K. D. Joseph 
is a loss to many who have been influenced by him includ-
ing my wife and me. This simple and holy man was our 
friend and advisor. 
 I first met him in Galle in the 1970s. 
 We met again in Anuradhapura in 1978- 80. He 
was the assistant to Very Rev. Fr. Joy Gunawardena who 
was the Administrator for the NCP. He showed his devo-
tion to the Blessed Sacrament by organising regular Holy 
Hours at St. Joseph’s Church, Anuradhapura. 
 After we left Anuradhapura, we were in constant 
contact. He used to visit us and we visited him in Tangalle, 
Rambukkana and the Kegalle Seminary. The discussions 
were about the Church and religion. 
 At Rambukkana he spared no pains to celebrate 
the jubilee of the Church in the best way possible. 
 He fell ill about a year ago. 

10th Death Anniversary in 
loving  memory of 
George Hinton 
Panditharatne

08 - 09 - 2002
 08  - 09 - 2012

5th Death Anniversary in 
loving  memory of  

Letticia 
Panditharatne

06 - 04 - 2007
06 - 04 - 2012

No words we write, can ever say, how much we think of you 
everyday.
We pray for you in silence,
We hold you close in our hearts.
Both of you have been loving father, mother and grand-
father, grandmother to all of us, your loving memory will 
always be with us.
“Dear Lord take care of our loving father, mother and 
grandfather, grandmother.
Lovingly remembered by your everloving children, in-laws 
and grandchildren.

 I refer to Prof. Anton Meemana’s trenchant criti-
cism of Globalization. Globalization really refers to the 
movement for free trade in goods, services and capital 
flows across countries. This increases the connectivity of 
the different States of the world. It has made possible the 
enormous increase in the material prosperity of the world. 
There is no doubt that trade increase wealth of the people. 
How this wealth is distributed is really the Professor’s 
problem. But Globalization is making for one world at least 
in the economic sphere. It probably presages a single po-
litical world as well, where the writ of the United Nations 
Organization will run everywhere, unlike now where the 
large States ignore or even defy the UN Declarations. We 
know that one day Our Lord will re-appear in the world 
to establish His Kingdom of Peace on earth. So any move-
ment towards a single world is in my opinion a movement 
towards ushering in the future Kingdom of God on earth. 
Perhaps after one world is established Our lord Jesus will 
come to rule the world justly and ensure world peace. This 
in my opinion is the place of God in globalization. 
 What the Professor is really referring to is not the 
globalization movement as such but the economic system 
of Capitalism which many people say is an immoral sys-
tem because it is predicated on individual self interest (not 
the same as selfishness though). There is little doubt that 
Capitalism a more efficient economic system than Social-
ism or State Capitalism or any form of Crony Capitalism 
(a bastard form of market Capitalism which prevails today 
in our country). Today, capitalism’s superiority in produc-
ing material abundance in China and India are undisputed. 
But moralists are right in saying that the case for a free 
economy must be made, on the basis of its moral founda-
tions and not simply on its more efficient resource alloca-
tion. Instead, the debate for the hearts and minds of the 
public rests more than ever on moral issues. 

• Is capitalism then moral? This depends on what we mean 
by morality of an economic system. 

• Should the moral case for capitalism be based on the 
greatest good for the greatest number or on respect for 
each person’s right to choose what to do with his or her 
own life? 

• Is there a conflict between private interest and the wel-
fare of “society”? 

• What is the social responsibility of business in a market 
economy and can it mitigate some of the harsher ef-
fects of the pursuit of self interest? 

 Capitalism - meaning private property, contracts 
enforced by law, and a price and interest-rate system estab-
lished by the mutual consent of the parties involved - is not 
only the best way to meet human needs but also reflects 
and relies upon the moral and creative aspects of human 
beings. Christianity stresses the free will of mankind. Capi-
talism is based on mutual exchange where both buyer and 
seller are exercising their freedom to enter into exchange. 
This was not so in previous economic systems like feudal-
ism where part of the produce had to be given to the king 
and the nobles who owned the land, and where land was 
not a tradable commodity. Capitalism made land a market-
able commodity. True that some will sell their land and 
become landless. But that is the result of the exercise of 
free will and individual choice and Christianity allows the 
exercise of free choice whereas totalitarian systems want 
the State to decide what is good for the individual. But the 
State is nothing but a set of individuals who exercise pow-
er in the name of the people. Is their judgment superior to 
that of the mass of the  individuals? I would say no. Made 
in God’s image, man is a free being who is creative and in 
mutually dependent relationships with others. Capitalism 
is based on just such free choice. 
 Capitalism also promotes democracy not in the 
sense of majority rule but in the sense of protecting funda-
mental freedoms of speech, association including the right 
to associate for religious practice. Socialism and State capi-
talism do not allow these freedoms. So do we value these 
freedoms? If so Capitalism is the only economic system 
that can safeguard the fundamental rights including the 
right to private property, the right to choose one’s occupa-
tion and the right to move freely. 
 The main objection to Capitalism is that it pro-
motes self interest and greed. But self interest and greed 
are inherent in man. Religions practically all of them say 
that we should not be exclusively self interested and that 
we should not harm another in any way. God created man 

The Moral Issues in Capitalism- a Reply to Professor Meemana 

 Although he was asked to rest, he was unhappy 
to be without working for the people. He asked the Bishop 
of Ratnapura, to post him to Utuwankande. He was happy 
there, at his last Parish. 
 He was a person who wanted to work in rural and 
estate areas. He helped many poor people. 
 He was an example of a person who had absolute 
trust in God and who dedicated his life fully to God and 
the Church. He worked in the Lord’s vineyard for over 30 
years. 
 The large gathering of bishops, priests, nuns and 
laypersons who gathered at Gurugalla Church for his last 
rites was a testimony to his devoted work. 
 Whenever I want to pray for him my mind tells 
me that it is redundant because  I am sure that he is in 
Heaven.  

Dr. Lucian Jayasuriya 

REV. FR. K. D. JOSEPH wAS A FRiEnD OF tHE POOR

 Senior citizens are 
a great blessing and an as-
set to a nation.  In fact they 
are the persons who toiled 
and moiled for the better-
ment of the future gen-
eration spending the best 
part of their lives. As we go 
down memory lane to remi-
nisce the invaluable service 
rendered to their nation 
in general and specially to 
the religion we profess we 
are compelled to praise 
and thank God for grant-
ing them a long span of life. 
They have served us in vari-
ous capacities as teachers, 
doctors, engineers, masons, 
carpenters etc. to uplift our 
lives. On the other hand 
there are the clerics, and 
religious who have devoted 
their time and energy for 
our spiritual wellbeing for 
so many decades. Most of 
them are old and infirmed 
now. Let us show our grati-
tude at least through our 
prayers imploring God to 
deprive them of their loneli-
ness in life.
 In my opinion the 
senior citizens don’t fret 

Senior citizens deserve our concern
and fuss about their future 
as they have the courage to 
look to their future with op-
timism. In fact they are ma-
ture enough to endure the 
infirmities of old age with 
stoic patience.
 However they 
need our concern to be an 
added fillip to make them 
feel young in heart to spend 
the evening of their life 
contentedly. Many senior 
citizens suffer inevitable 
consequences due to im-
pairment in eye sight or due 
to various other ailments 
that confront them with 
their old age. Therefore let 
us respond with kindness, 
tolerance and compassion 
as we come in contact with 
them in society. Youngsters 
must have a caring heart 
and a discerning eye to wit-
ness their plight. Although 
they don’t clamour for their 
rights it is our bounded duty 
and obligation to come to 
their aid in their needy hour. 
Strive to be a human with a  
humane heart to do your 
best within your capacity 
to acknowledge, appreciate 

and value their invaluable 
service.
 Indeed it is a mat-
ter for great regret to see 
many a senior citizen lan-
guishing in arms chairs un-
attended by their once loved 
ones. Today more than ever 
we hear and see senior 
citizens living in homes for 
the aged in desperate situa-
tions. Although the comfort 
they need is provided they 
look forward to getting the 
love and warmalth of their 
children. No doubt they 
have migrated in search of 
greener pastures. As we are 
aware some children who 
live in higher echelon so-
ciety show no concern for 
their and parents. This is a 
deplorable situation.
 On the other hand 
it is timely and appropri-

ate to visualize the plight of 
senior citizens who live as 
disabled men and women 
due to the war that caused 
havoc in our country. They 
need our deep concern irre-
spective of race or religion. 
Let us respect human life 
as God created man in His 
own image. Aged men and 
women who roam our cities 
with begging bowls in hand 
are also our senior citizens. 
Our concern for them is in-
dispensable “Father who 
dwells in secret and who 
sees what is done in secret 
will reward you.” (Mt: 6-18)
 Jesus says, “Love 
your neighbour as yourself” 
Therefore let us make the 
senior citizens our closest 
neighbours, and respect 
their lives.

Leonard wijesiri

Isn’t it strange how one hour 
seems so long when you are at 

Church, and how short it seems, 
when you are watching a 

teledrama.
Rev. Fr. Fraccid Anthony 

Fernando OMI

Take time for a minute of  
humour - smile!
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 My dad and mum had the habit of 
going for a walk every morning. On their 
way home they happen to pass a dairy 
farm. Every day they use to bring a bottle 
of milk home. At breakfast dad and mum, 
my sister and me, had a glass full of milk 
every day.
 One day dad and mum, returned 
home with half a bottle of milk. Half of it 
had been spilt accidently on the way. At 
breakfast that day, as usual there were 
two glasses full of milk for sister and me. 
Dad and mum had only half a glass each. 
I offered some milk from mine and so did 
my sister, to make it three quater glass of 
milk each. At this mum said, "don't worry 
children, we filled your glasses  with  milk 
through our love. Thus our glasses  are 
filled  to the brim with milk,  through your 
love".

Ashan Perera - St. Sebastian's College

 A bowzer came to a grinding halt and every-
one thought it was due to a defect in  the engine. Al-
though the bowzer was filled to capacity with fuel, the 
diesel  tank of  the vehicle was empty, without a drop of 
fuel in it. It carried so much of fuel for distribution, yet 
nothing was available for its own use.
 Likewise we carry many thoughts, ideas and 
messages for others, yet sometimes nothing holds 
good for us. We preach but in no way do we practice. 
Ironically we act contrary to what we advocate. 

 Are we pharisaical ? Is that what could be said 
of us? At the end of the day, what speaks louder than 
our words, are our actions.
 Don't just be a person of words. Translate 
your words into action.  Let your actions support and 
be more vibrant, than your words. It is then that every 
one would recognize you as a honest person, who does 
what he says, and who says what he does.

RodeZo

Action Speaks louder than words

Glass of milk with love Death, the ultimate in life
Death is inevitable, any way,
We have got to expect it, some day,
We can not avoid it, in no way,
So let us face it, any day.

It is a day, that is not known,
It is God's plan why should you moan,
Should not worry, if you are spiritually grown,
Be courageous, so that your faith be shown.

Let us face death, fearlessly,
Cannot run away from it, aimlessly,
You would then be stranded, hopelessly,
Try not to act that way, senselessly.

We all are pilgrims on earth,
Eternal life is due at our next birth,
Sin and unfaithfulness, stunt our growth, 
Let us move on to seek, what is worth.

So mend your ways,
Before you end your days,
Avoid temptation and sin,
Strive hard, so that you may win.

Francis Irrugalbandara
Hunupitiya - Wattala

 Karunadasa and Gunapala were good 
friends. Their lands were adjacent to each oth-
er, and on the boundary demarcation stood a 
huge jak tree.
 Each of them was under the impres-
sion that the jack tree belonged to oneself. 
They argued on this matter repeatedly and at 
times even  accusing each other. Thus want-
ing to resolve facts pertaining ownership, they 
opted to go to courts. The court decided on the 
demarcation of the boundary. When they were 
to mark it out, they realized that the boundary 
line ran   right through the centre of the jak 
tree. If they were to adhere to it with precision, 
they invariably had to cut the tree.
 The Parish Priest had suggested an 
amicable settlement. His suggestion was to 
pitch the fence according to the demarcation, 
right up to the tree from both sides. The benefit 

of the tree was  to be shared by both.
 Karunadasa was not kind enough to 
accept the compromise in keeping with the ad-
vice. However Gunapala was gracious to make 
a  sacrifice, since he realized the  gravity of cut-
ting a jack tree. Thus Gunapala agreed to fore-
feit the ownership of the tree. Hence the fence 
was to be pitched,  favouring the other.
 Karunadasa got the entire tree and a 
few feet of extra land, while Gunapala got only 
the benefit of the shade of the jak tree. The en-
tire village knew that Karunadasa had won the 
issue, but Gunapala won the admiration of all.
 Gunapala (Guna-which means good)  in 
keeping with his name, was truly a good gentle-
man. Karunadasa (Karuna-which means kind) 
contrary to his name, was by no means a kind 
one at all. As looks can be deceptive, names too 
could be the same.                                         RodeZo

A Gentleman Saves a tree

tHE AnnUAL CHURCH FEASt OF OUR LADY OF SORROwS
16. 09. 2012 At  Ja-ela

Theme       -  "A Renewal of Faith through the Word of God."
Preacher  -    Rev. Fr. Sanath Kumara (CSSR)

Daily 6.30 p.m. Rosary of our Lady of Sorrows, Litany & Novena Mass

September - 06th - thursday -   5.30 p.m. - Hoisting of  the Flag Staff
                                                                 7.00 p.m. - Mass for the Dear Departed

September - 07th - Friday (1st novena ) - 
                                                  "Mould me as you wish." - (Faith)

September - 08th - Saturday (2nd novena) -
                                                  "True happiness is in God" - (Meaning of Life)

7.30 a.m. - First Holy Communion Service

September - 09th - Sunday (3rd novena ) - 
                                                  "Let us be like Holy Family" - (Christian Family)

September - 10th - Monday (4th novena ) - 
                                                  "Jesus Wept" - (Love of Jesus)

September - 11th - tuesday (5th novena) - 
                                                  "Food of life" - (Eucharist)

September - 12th - wednesday (6th novena ) - 
                                                       "Love as I have loved you" - ( Love of God)

September - 13th - thursday (7th novena) - 
                                                       "Forgive us our sins as we forgive others" - (Sin)

(Penitential Day)

September - 14th - Friday (8th novena ) - 
                                                        "Let us go to Jesus through Mary" - (Blessed Mother)

September - 15th Saturday - 9.00 a.m. Blessing of the sick (Sick Day)

7.30 p.m. - Vespers presided over by Rev. Fr. Gihan Sheno
newly  ordained Priest and Assistant Parish Priest of Kotte.

September - 16th Sunday Church Feast 6.00 a.m - Mass

8.30 a.m. - Festive Mass - Presided over by Rev. Fr. Kasun ishara,
Priest son of Ja-ela Parish and Assistant Parish Priest of Rawathawatta.

(After Mass, dedication of the Parish & Blessing with the Statue.)
6.00 p.m. - Mass

HAPPY FEAST ! - God Bless you & our Blessed Mother Help you!
(Rev. Father Gregory Jayantha Fernando, Parish Priest)(Q12N3668)



12                         The  Messenger                                   09th September 201215

      

What  it  says  .....   in   
       the  Readings

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
You have the message of eternal life. 
  1 Sam 3:9 

Sun: 23rd Sunday in ordinary  
 time
 Is. 35: 4-7; Jm. 2: 1-5, 
 Mk. 7: 31-37
mon:  1 Cor. 5: 1-8; Lk. 6: 6-11
tue: 1 Cor. 6: 1-11; Lk. 6: 12-19
Wed:  the most Holy name of mary
 1 Cor. 7: 25-31; Lk. 6: 20-26
thu:  Memorial of St. John Chrysostom,  
 Bishop & Doctor
 ( c .  349 -407 ) 
Archbishop of Con-
stantinople, was an im-
portant Early Church 
Father. He is known 
for his eloquence, de-
nunciation of abuse 
of authority by both 
ecclesiastical and 
political leaders, he 
was called chrysosto-
mos, meaning “golden 
mouth.”
 1 Cor. 8:1-7, 11-
13; Lk. 6: 27-38
Fri:    Feast of the 
exaltation of   
the Holy Cross
 Num. 21: 4-9 or 
Phil. 2: 6-11, 
 Jn. 3: 13-17
Sat:   memoiral of our 
Lady of Sorrows
 Mary, standing 
by the Cross, ‘suf-
fered intensely with her only begotten 
Son and united herself as his Mother 
to his sacrifice, consenting with love 
to the offering of the victim who was 
born of her’ whom she also offered to 
the eternal Father.
  Heb. 5: 7-9; Jn. 19: 25-27 or 
 Lk. 2: 33-35
Sun: 24tH Sunday in ordinary  
 time
 Is. 50: 5-9; Jm. 2:14-18; 
 Mk. 8:27-35

LiturgiCaL  CaLendar  year  B 
  9th Sept.  - 16th Sept.  2012

twenty third Sunday in Ordinary time
First Reading: 
is. 35: 4-7
 God asked 
Prophet Isaiah to an-
nounce to the people 
about the messianic 
blessings which were 
to follow soon. With the 
dawn of the messianic 
age everything and every 
person would be lifted up 
no matter in what condi-
tion they were. The blind 
will see, the deaf will 
hear, the lame will walk 
and even nature itself 
would change for the bet-
ter.

Second Reading:
 James. 2: 1-5.
 St. James advises 
the faithful not to have 
distinctions among them. 
The rich and the poor are 
to be treated alike.

Gospel: Mk. 7:31-37
 Jesus the Mes-
siah performs a miracle 
whereby a deaf man 
is made to hear. Christ 
requests them not to 
proclaim this miracle but 
they go about proclaim-
ing it to everyone.

Reflection
 Today’s readings 
show that God’s blessings 
are open to everyone and 
that it will reach its cli-
max in the messianic age. 
For example the Good 
News of God is for all. His 
forgiveness is for all and 
His salvation is also is for 
everyone.
 Nothing in this 
world can or could stop 
or prevent grace which 
God showers on man. 
This is proved very 
clearly in today’s read-
ings. God’s grace is also 

very powerful that noth-
ing could stop or prevent 
grace which God shower 
on man. God’s grace is 
very powerful that noth-
ing could ever obstruct 
it from being showered 
on those who show deep 
faith.
 In today’s First 
Reading prophet Isaiah 
instills hope among all 
those who are fearful of 
heart. Speaking of these 
times the prophet says, 
“Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, the 
ears of the deaf unsealed; 
then shall the lame men 
leap like a deer And 
the tongue of the dumb 
sing for joy.” Speaking of 
the nature he says, “For 
the waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness, 
and the thirsty grounds 
springs of water.” Thus 
we see how the grace of 
God will surpass man’s 
status in life and all laws 
of nature in order to save 
man.
 In the Second 
Reading St. James advises 
the faithful not to have 
any distinction among 
them. Speaking of man’s 
different status in life he 
says that there should be 
no difference among the 
rich and the poor. Even 
in case of treatment the 
rich and the poor are to 
be treated alike. For it is 
very clear that God did 
not look into man’s status 
to save them. Riches or 
poverty is not the   yard 
stick that measures the 
flow of God’s grace. This 
was indeed so in relation 
to the salvific mission of 
Christ. For Jesus is the 
saviour of all mankind.
 In the Gospel 

we see the clear 
indication of the 
messianic prom-
ises and how the 
messianic grace is 
showered into the 
world through 
Jesus Christ. The 
man who was 
deaf and had an 
impediment in 
his speech was 
cured by Jesus. 
For us it may 
appear as just an-
other miracle of 
Jesus. But it has a 
deeper meaning. It is the 
great sign that salvation 
is not for Jews only but 
even to the Gentiles. In 
the other words salvific 
grace is for all mankind.
 These prove that 
nothing of this world 
could determine where 
God’s grace should or 
could flow. It depends 
entirely on God’s grace; 
we only should live a life 
worthy of receiving his 
grace.

Aid Story
 There is the 
story of a Gentleman 
with a keen mind, a wide 
education and a pleas-
ant personality, who had 
been blind from birth. A 
women who appreciated 
his worth, consented to 
marry him. Several bright 
and children were born 
to them.
 One day an emi-
nent surgeon examined 
this blind man and made 
this report: “Your blind-
ness is wholly artificial; 
your eyes are naturally 
good. Twenty years ago 
I might have given you 
sight. Now it is scarcely 
possible, although I am 

willing to try if you are 
willing to put up with the 
pain it will cause.”
 “I can bear 
anything, if there is hope 
that I can see.” The man 
declared.
 The operation 
was successful. They 
handed a rose to the 
former blind man; he 
had smelled one, but he 
had never seen one. He 
looked upon the face of 
his wife for the first time, 
she who had been so 
true and devout to him. 
One after another the 
children were brought 
to him. What joy to see 
them; but in the midst of 
this utter happiness the 
cured man exclaimed?
 “Oh why have I 
wanted to see all these 
before inquiring for the 
man whose skill have 
enabled me to see them!  
SHOW ME THE DOCTOR!  
 So we Christians 
who enjoy the world and 
its beauties must first 
be interested in looking 
on the Redeemer, the 
Creator who made it pos-
sible for us to enjoy all of 
them.

Rev  Fr. Ciswan De Croos

   St. Guy (- 1033) 

 St. Guy, called the Poor 
Man of Anderlecht, was born in the 
country near Brussels (in Belgium) 
of poor but virtuous and, conse-
quently, content parents. They 
could not afford to give their son a 
school education, but this did not 
hinder them from instructing him 
early in life in Christian virtue and 
the practice of the Christian Faith. 
They would often repeat to him 
the lesson which old Tobias gave 
his son - “We shall have many good 
things if we fear God.” 
 Happily enough, young 
Guy loved poverty and learned to 
live ever contentedly, bearing all 
hardships. The charity which he 
had for his neighbour was no less 
active. He divided his pittance with 
the poor, and often fed them whilst 
he himself fasted. 
 A wanderer in his youth, 
Guy, arrived at Laeken, near  Brus-
sels, where he showed such devo-
tion before the shrine of Our  Lady 
that the priest there besought him 
to stay on and serve the  church. 
Thenceforth, his happiness lay 
largely in being always in the 

church, sweeping the 
floor, dusting the ceil-
ing, polishing the altars 
and cleansing the sacred 
vessels, and still finding 
both time and means 
to befriend the needy. 
His almsgiving became 
so famous that a mer-
chant of Brussels came 
to Laeken and offered 
him a  share in his busi-
ness. Guy could not bear 
the thought of having to 
leave the church premis-
es; but the offer seemed 
providential, the scope 
for charity bright, and 
he at last accepted it.
 Their ship, 
however, was lost on the 
first voyage itself and he 
returned to Laeken, only 
to find his place already 
filled by someone. The 
rest of his life was one 
long penance for his in-
constancy. About the year 1033, 
sensing his imminent end, he re-
turned to Andcrlecht in his own 
country. Hospitalized because of 
exhaustion and illness brought on 
by the fatigue of his journeys and 

other hardships, he soon yielded 
his soul to God and was buried in 
the cemetery of the Canons there. 
The numerous miracles that took 
place at his grave led to the trans-
lation of his relics to a shrine.

PRAYER OF tHE FAitHFUL

Response: Lord, let your healing  love flow through us.

 For all those who call themselves Christians 
that they may hear the words of Christ, and speak them 
with courage and confidence. We pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, let your healing love flow through us.

 For the world: That all peoples may listen with 
goodwill to the message of the Gospel, and that they may 
speak words of peace and friendship to one another. 
We pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, let your healing love flow through us.

 For those who are physically deaf, that they may 
meet with understanding for those who are spiritually 
deaf, that they may wake up to what they are missing 
and seek to remedy it. We pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, let your healing love flow through us.

 That we may be patient listeners, and kind 
speakers, so that we may become instruments of the 
compassion of Christ. We  pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, let your healing love flow through us.


